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Michael Najjar (b. 1966) is a German photo artist and future
astronaut. In his work series, he explores the effects of
technological developments on society and the human body, for
example in the realms of space travel and the environment. Najjar
draws inspiration for his performance-based practice from
worldwide expeditions, field research under extreme conditions,
and close collaboration with scientists. The aim of his work is to
test the boundaries of the image as well to push his own body to
its physical and mental limits.

The photograph orbital ascent (2016) is composed of numerous
individual digital images. It shows the launch of an Ariane 5 carrier
rocket from the Guiana Space Center in Kourou, French Guiana,
South America. The photo is part of the series outer space, in
which Najjar examines the latest advances in space exploration
and the question of whether humans will be able to live on other
planets in the future.





